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Captain’s Report.
Well this is the second season that I have written a report for the end of season. I just re-read what I wrote last year and it seems that last season was an all round more consistent and fun season, this season for varying reasons has been much more bitty and frustrating, may be this is just my perception of things. I think there have been varying factors that have caused this for me, we lost a lot of games to the weather this year, I think Dave told me we won 6 lost six and didn’t play six, something like that. For the first time in all the years we have been playing as a team we had to cancel a game as we were unable to get a side together. I think we played well at times and others be played bad but we take the good and the bad as a team.

Team selection has been a lot harder this year, we have been unlucky that all kinds of   circumstances have conspired against us to make it harder to pick a full regular side. Although there still has been a core of or so players who have been available for most games. We seemed to have a much bigger squad of players for this year but many of the new people this year were only available for one or two games.
I don’t want to come across as very negative here there are positives such as I really enjoyed keeping wicket again this year as Pete was unavailable for some games due to work commitments, but seriously we do need to get a few more regular players involved next year, I’m sure we would all prefer to have a few extra players and each of us have to sit out a game or two throughout the season rather than have to be chasing round the houses for extra players, (big thanks to those who did this especially Kev Hamer).

We haven’t had an end of season look back over the year before, except the hilarious speeches usually made by Andy Lowe when he hands out the trophies at the award nights, this has become a tradition and I hope he will do the same this year! Anyway we have a really good year so I felt the urge to pen to paper, or should I say finger to keyboard. 

First I'd like to thank everyone who played this year, I think we managed to get a full team for nearly ever game. I can’t believe we have used 23 different players over the season! Thanks to John Gilpin who stepped in when we needed him and has become a regular member of the team as well as coming on tour. 

I hope you all enjoyed the season as much as I did.

Thanks to Andy Lowe for captaining when I wasn't around and to Tom for taking charge when neither of us were available.

It has been an interesting year with the loss of the DOC and several changes in the management of the team.  We have actually bought the DOC a nice Cross pen and had it engraved from the Blades, but we have not seen him to give it to him yet!
The Badger has departed to the back benches, of his own accord I might add. Although he is a Tory; unlike Mr Portillo, I can categorically say there were NO rumours of drug taking or dabbling in homosexuality in his younger years!
I would like to thank Andy for all his hard work over the years, the management of the money and the arranging of the tours, he has well earned his retirement, for now.
Thanks to Pete for taking over the financial role. I don’t think we can call him Badger, I think we will have to retire the Badger name out of respect for Mr Lowe,(if you don’t know please see Kev if you wish to know the origins of Badger). So we will have to come up with a new name, may be something like stoaty, foxy something or other. Really we need another animal that is black with white stripes to carry on the tradition. Anyway, Pete performed admirably in his first year in the new financial position of Skunk.
Well the DOC has gone which left Tom and I to pick up the baton and run with it!

I decided to embark on a new way of arranging fixtures using modern technology. Using email I managed to get a reasonable fixture list together but next year we need to expand the number of teams we play so I will be looking for help in making new contacts.

Cheers to Tom for sorting out all the pitches, I’m sure he was cursing me when he had booked loads for Wednesdays at the start of the season and the first several home games were on Thursdays! Also thanks for taking on sorting the team out when I wasn’t around, at very short notice, a great deputy DOC!
I think we have a good year off the pitch as well as on it. There has been a lot of commitment from the whole team. Everyone was/is willing to contribute and help out in anyway possible, and I think this enthusiasm has helped our performances on the pitch. We have played much more like a team unit this year, more than any other year.

Due to the funds we have accumulated over the years, and last years subs, we managed to totally replace out kit bag, which is now top class. We just need a couple bits for next season, may be a pair of pads and some new thigh pads.
Thanks to Dave the Director of Fun and Numbers for sorting the stats all season, as well as storing the kit over the winter and helping get the new stuff at the start of the season.

Cheers to Nil for a fantastic website and making life much easier to sort the team out, it has been a revelation and much appreciated.

Another big thanks to Nicky for scoring for the majority of the season, it has been much appreciated and greatly missed when she wasn’t available.

Cheers to Kirsty for getting our fixture cards produced and printed, thanks to my Dad for lending me his laminator.

I would like to add another thanks to everyone who has other important commitments and still managed to fit the cricket in, especially those of you who have families or have just had children in the last year or two. It is great that you all still manage to make the time to be part of the team. I have to say I was worried that the team would start to fold with all the changes and all the little extra responsibilities that have come along in the last couple of seasons. Some of us struggle to fit it all in without these added responsibilities! At least the future of the team is looking good. I think we have the makings of half a side in 15 or 16 years, but we need a few more little ones for the future, so a bit more effort in the kid creation department please, if you can’t do it for yourself then do it for the team!
Unfortunately we lost Colin at the start of the season to back injury which has kept him out of the side all season; fortunately this has been the only major injury besides the normal little niggles throughout the season. 

There have been some admirable performances this season. Kev has been a man possessed! His batting has been far superior to any other year and his catching and commitment in the field has been as good as anyone’s; like Ade who could only play for the second half of the season and even though he doesn’t get to bowl and bats infrequently, gives 100% in the field, he has made third man/long leg his own.
Andy Lowe has moved into the realms of a true all rounder taking wickets and scoring runs at vital times. As always Den has been as accurate and consistent as ever with bat and ball, as always scoring runs in the middle order and keeping things tight with the ball. 
Dave has been the Michael Vaughan of the team, a pivotal anchor; with Kev they have given our innings the foundation they have needed over the season. 

Vipal, Tom and Waseem and Den backed up by Pete have been a great middle order managing to accelerate the rate when need in the middle to later part of the innings, some of our games would’ve been much tighter with the quick 25s Vipul has hit over the season and it was good to see Tom and Andy Lowe carry on the tradition at the last game of the season against Gresham, I think they hit 5 or 6 sixes between them whereas the opposition didn’t hit one! Also John Fay has gone quietly about his busy coming in down the order throughout the season but still managing a very respectable average of 15.25 along with some great fielding.
The bowling attack has been strengthened by Vipul and Waseem this year in the games they could play, but the whole bowling attach has bowled well as a unit with the added bonus of many more overs of Graham’s flighted spin. Grahams bowling in Winchester in the penultimate game I think made a big difference in the end, they didn’t manage to get him away so that when Andy Lowe and I came onto bowl the last four overs they needed just under 30 to win and we managed to pin them down with 5/2 and 7/0 respectively. Personally I felt that game was one of the best team performances of the season, and I didn’t take it personally that after asking Andy to captain, he promptly stuck me at third man for the whole game! (No offence Ade).
Not forgetting the bowling of the main man Nilesh, 50 overs, 8 maidens, 19 wickets at an average of 9.05 runs per wicket, an economy rate of 3.44 runs per over and a strike rate of a wicket ever 16 balls, his seasons numbers speak for themselves.
I have to say I have thoroughly enjoyed this season and the tour was fantastic as they always are. I think we should celebrate our success and be very happy with what we have achieved, we played some good sides and beat them, and we also played some very average sides and beat them comprehensively. We must now continue to build on this years success and not become complacent, next year we must develop our fixtures to gives us more challenges throughout the season. Also it has been suggested we play a couple of 40 over weekend games, we have tried this in the past but have not been able to get a full side out, as most of you seem to be up for this next year may be we can make a couple of games sorted before the tour so we don’t go into these games cold.

On behalf of us all I thank all of us (if you can do such a thing), see you at the BBQ on the 5th of September and/or at the Award Curry Night (Sunday 28th spot). 
I’d just like to leave you with one “little” memory of the season, this came in from Andy Rhodes as a suggested champagne moment, unfortunately too late to be included in the voting. His champagne moment and obviously his overriding memory of the season was the first drinks session on the Sunday of the tour or as he put it “should it be called Jugs session”. For those of you who were not there I’m sure you will get the chance to see the pictures soon! 
Hopefully you have found this of interest and mildly amusing in places, there is one joke that only one of you will get but I couldn’t resist. This report was meant as a bit of fun as well as briefly reviewing the season so hopefully I haven’t offended anyone (Andy L and Pete) too much!  Hopefully this will become a tradition as well and will be carried on by the Captain next year whether it is me or someone else. 

I suggest we arrange the AGM early in the New Year combined with another curry night.

Have a great winter and roll on the nets next year! 
Dale
